improper preparation of the soil than to the long, warm summers. True, the selection of the correct grasses has much to do with the success or failure of a lawn, but most failures are directly traceable to poor preparation of the soil-the foundation of every lawn.
The first thing we must have is drainage, for no suitable lawn grass likes wet feet. In ordinary soils sufficient drainage is obtained by securing the proper grade so that there are no hollows to allow the retention of water during "thaws."
In unusually heavy or clayey soils, it may be necessary to lay underground tiles in lines about 15 feet apart. The idea is not to strive for dry ground but rather to carry off all surplus moisture. By drainage we do not mean that the ground is to be kept dry, for grass cannot thrive without sufficient moisture.
We simply mean that surplus moisture must be carried off, and not allowed to stand on the grass or about its roots.
The ground should be fairly rich. Eight inches of good soil (preferably loam) should be harrowed or spaded in and well mixed with a liberal quantity of dry, rotted manure; about 8 cords to the acre, or 2 or 3 inches deep, is the proper amount. All manure contains weed seeds to some extent, but it is necessary on some lands for the condition of the soil. In the proper amounts, it will make a sandy soil less porous and a clay soil more pliable and less liable to crack and bake during the dry spells. In spading or harrowing the ground, you should pick off and burn all the weed roots you can find, for smut grass or broom sedge will soon deface a lawn if it gets a start. Wild onions and rib grass, or narrow-leaf plantain, are other obnoxious pests.
The next problem is the selection of seed. Care must be taken in this windbreak of evergreens will temper the spring winds and ward off frosts. If it is possible to make a definite selection of land, it will be well to set the trees on the south side of a hill.
The varieties that are considered the best are Moorpark, Alexander, and Superb. These ripen in June and July, when other fruits are scarce.
If you don't fully understand the planting, care, and spraying of Apricots, write us. We are fully conversant with the fruit-grower's problems and will give you the benefit of our many years' experience. 
